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and distributed throughout Europe. The wealth that the
merchants of Tyre enjoyed by reason of this trade incited
the Israelites to embark on a similar enterprise during the
reigns of David and Solomon. By extending his posses-
sions in the land of Eclorn, King David obtained possession
of the harbours of Elath and Eziongeber on the Red Sea,
whence, with the assistance of Hiram, King of Tyre, King
Solomon dispatched fleets which, under the guidance of
Phoenician pilots, sailed to Tarshish and Ophir, securing
thereby a control over the trade of the eastern coast of
Africa, and, no doubt, a not inconsiderable portion of the
maritime trade with India brought to the Eed Sea by Arab
vessels. By the establishment of if Tadmor in the Wilder-
ness,1' Solomon was also enabled to command a not
inconsiderable portion of the Eastern trade that found its
way up the Euphrates river from the Persian Gulf, as it
passed towards the shores of the Mediterranean Sea.

In course of time, Tyre sent out colonists who established
themselves on the southern coasts of the Mediterranean,
and founded the city of Carthage, which soon rose to con-
siderable importance as a great trading mart : and, when
the glory of Tyre began to decline, Carthage was in the
zenith of her commercial prosperity and greatness.
Byzantium, a Greek settlement, happily situated at the
terminus of the great caravan system, by which it was placed
in communication with the Ganges and with China, at an
early date also became an entrepot for the commerce of
the known world.

With the rise of the Macedonian power, under Alexander
the Great, the monopoly of the Eastern trade passed from
the hands of the Phoenicians. The capture of Sidon and

destruction of Tyre were the death blows to the commercial
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